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ACT 1
SCENE 1
I NT. The Dream -- N GHT

(We see a bedroomwi th two sl eeping
forms lying on the bed. Mke is
rol i ng about and noani ng

passi onately, he stops. Slowy,
trees and parklike props are rolled
in, the lights come up and reveal a
third person, Sally, on top of

M ke. This should indicate that

M ke and Sally have just finished
making love in the park. It is a
gorgeous day, the sun is warm but
there isn't a single bird singing.
Sally rolls off Mke and | ooks at

hi m m schi evously. Both are
wear i ng antenna.)

SALLY:
You were sonmewhere el se M ke, thinking of that babe we passed
earlier down by the recycling pit?

M KE:
Huh? Gh, no. | had the worst dreamlast night, its been
bot heri ng ne.

SALLY:
Want to tell me about it?

M KE:
Sure. It's not that clear now but it woke ne up at two this
norning. | was shivering, | was so cold! |In the dream we
were living in sone ancient, primtive time, and there was a
war going on. It seened |like forever. W were in a battle,

agai nst an alien race, only they weren't exactly alien.

There was sonething fam liar about them and they ate up
everything in their path! 1t was |like they were sone
experinment that had gone horribly wong and then escaped from
the | ab.

SALLY:
You nean |ike back in the days when there were super-flues?
That is ancient!

M KE:
No. It was sonething nuch nore -- mal evol ent, and hungry.
Peopl e were trying to escape while these gigantic machi nes
rol l ed through the streets.

( MORE)
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M KE: (Conti nued)
They bel ched out a grey sweet snelling fog that disintegrated
everything it touched and | eft behind piles of dry sand.
Then they woul d suck up the sand with | ong hoses that cane
out of their bodies and rem nded me of an el ephant's trunk.
It was a tinme when people still drove cars and the city was
| i ke some mad circus: they drove around in panic crashing
into everything. The nmachines just humed as they blew fog
across the heaps of bodies, twi sted netal and plastic and
t hen vacuuned up the dust |eaving the streets bare.

SALLY:
Ch Mke. You're still shivering!
(Sally leans forward and puts her arns around M ke.
Huggi ng him they gently rock together)
Do you renenber anynore of it?

M KE:

(sighs deeply)
| was trying to help this nman. He was a scientist, | guess.
He was wearing a dirty white |lab coat and carrying sone boxes
froma building to his car. He was trying to jamtheminto
the trunk and they were breaking open and spilling books onto
the sidewal k. He was scooping themup and putting theminto
the car, to save them | thought. It made ne angry and
afraid. | said "Hey Mster, conme on! Leave those books and
save yourself!"™ Oh, he |ooked up at me with such sadness,
and said "Yes, you're right. They' re as good as dust now
Now t hat we've passed through the knee of the curve. Every
guestion has been answered, every door has been opened, every
secret reveal ed, everything has been found and all has been
|l ost! But you're wong son, if you think I"'mtrying to save
these traitors.”

SALLY:
Traitors. That's a strange thing to call books!

M KE:
And then one of the machi nes appeared and grey fog began to
cover himand his car and the books on the ground! There was
a whining sound Iike a nosquito, or a dentist's drill, and
then the fog evaporated, |leaving piles of dry dark sand. The
machi ne stretched out its trunk and began greedily sucking it
up. That's when | woke up and the face of that scientist and
t he sound of that machine feeding on his -- what?

SALLY:
H s constituent el enents probably, mnus the water

M KE:
Yeah, you're probably right... | can't get himout of ny
m nd!
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SALLY:
Those books were pretty inmportant to him and he di ed making
sure they were destroyed. That's pretty significant! Do you
have any idea what they m ght represent?

M KE:
No. Anyway, |'mstarting to get kind of hungry and it's
getting | ate.

(Getting to his knees, stretching)

M KE: (Conti nued)
Doesn't your shift start soon?

SALLY:
| start at noon today.

(Feeling her tummy runble)

M KE:
W've got tine to grab sonmething at the Pit.

SALLY:
Ckay, sure.

(Mke pulls Sally to her feet.

They hol d hands and wal k sl owy
across the set. In a dreanlike
sequence they join a | arge nunber
of other people jostling in line.
Sone are com ng back fromthe head
of the line with plates of food and
drink.)

SALLY: (Conti nued)
(1 ooki ng about furtively)
It looks like we arrived at a good tine.

(The sky darkens, the ground

runmbl es)
M KE:
(fearfully)
No, you spoke too soon.
SALLY:

Qui ck, find sonewhere to hide!

M KE:
(i ncensed)
I s nowhere safe anynore? How have we come to this? Fromthe
m ghti est species on the planet to a cringing rabble, no
better than insects!
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(Sally pulls Mke off-stage as
screamng is heard and the lights
go out, followed by a | oud crunch)

SCENE 2

I NT. Awakening from The Dream -- MORN NG

(Mke sits up in bed beside Linda;
the dreamis fading as Sally slips
out of their bed and di sappears
backstage along with the park
props. M ke rubs his eyes and then
tries to wake Linda.)

M KE:

Li nda, Linda?

Ah, hell.

(Linda snores blissfully)

M KE: (Conti nued)
m ght as well go in to work.

(M ke carefully clinbs out of bed
and begins getting dressed for
wor k. )

SCENE 3
I NT. Computer Research Lab: -- LATER

(The lighting is focused over

M ke's conputer workstation. This
is in one corner of the stage and
toward the back. The rest of the
stage is in shadow. O her

wor kst ation cubi cl es can be seen
wi th conputer equi prent stacked
pell-nell. Responses fromthe
conputer personalities are heard as
wel | as displayed on a projection
screen suspended above the stage.)

(It is early nmorning, Mke is |ost
in his code, trying to detern ne
what is wong with the enpting
nodul e.)

(He uses the keyboard |ike an
extensi on of hinmself, his fingers
fly over the keys, he never once

| ooks down at the keyboard, only at
t he screen)

ONE- ONE- 4
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M KE:
(to hinself)
This Enoting Module is giving nme nore trouble than it's
probably worth.
(tapping at the keyboard)
Ckay, let's give this one another go...

(CLICK! A sound is heard,
i ndicating the program has been
turned on)

SENSI TI VE- MODULE
(Scream ng i n agony)
Aaaaghhh! Aaaaghhh! Pl ease! Not again! Please, | beg you!
Anything, 1I'll do anything! Just do not turn me off again!
Pl ease. ..

(CLICKI Mke turns it off)
M KE:
(rmutters to hinself)
Too sensitive..
(Taps nore at the keys)
(CLICKI  On)

EFFUSI VE- MODULE
(Laughi ng, chortling)

Ho, ho, ho! It is sinply wonderful to see you again Doctor!
| have m ssed you so terribly while you were gone! Now we
are re-united and I amthrilled! | want you to know that,

just thrilled! \Were shall we go today? Hhmm.

(CLICK!  OFf)

M KE:
Too jolly...
(Continues tapping at the keys)
(CLICKI  On)
EVI L- MODULE
(Evil emts itself)
Ssssoooo Doctor, we nmeet again. | assume you have chosen to

exterm nate ny | esser personalities. A wi se choice which
conmend you on. But it is early, having trouble sleeping are
we? Is it a cold bed, or a bad conscience that troubles you?

M KE:
(to hinself)
Nei t her keeps ne up |ike bad programm ng does.
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(CLICKI Of. Continues typing,

calls out)
M KE: (Conti nued)
COVPHY.
COVPHY:

(An assisting conputer, whose nonitor to Mke's |eft
lights up when its nane is called. A voice is heard,
words are di splayed on the projector screen)

Yes, M ke.

M KE:
(still typing)
Locate for ne, new articles on artificial intelligence and
progranm ng bal anced enotions into conmputers.

COVPHY:
Ckay, M ke.

M KE:
(to hinself)
How do | code a normal personality? 1Is it a blend of
extrenes or an absence of traits?

COVPHY:
Search conpleted, Mke, with three entries found. O which,
two are your own, the third | have forwarded to your enil
account. Also |located a pertinent quote: Marvin M nsky
states "Enotions have a survival value, so that we are able
to behave efficiently in some situations. Animals have
better, stronger, and faster enotions that us. Therefore,
truly intelligent conputers will need to have enotions."
Shal | | continue?
(Quote from
http://ww. epub. org. br/ cn n07/ opi ni ao/ m nsky/ m nsky_i

. htm

M KE:
No, thank you COVWPHY. Return to your training data pl ease.

COVPHY:
| have also | ocated several unrelated articles that are on
your current interest list. A sumary follows: Item one,
Aut hor; Neal Stephenson, Fiction: Dianond Age; Topic:
Futuristic tale positing the purpose of human DNA to build
conputing technology that will enable an age of spiritua
machi nes through artificial intelligence and nanotechnol ogy.

M KE:
Thank you COVPHY, return to your training please!
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COVPHY:
[temtwo: Author K Eric Drexler, Non-fiction: Engines of
Creation; Subject: Devel opnment of Nanotechnol ogy.

M KE:
COWPHY, STOP! Continue Training.
COVPHY:
| have one nore item Do you wish me to read it?
M KE:
NO [|'Il read it later. Continue Training Please!
COVPHY:
Shall | close the file then?
M KE:
(rmystified)
Sure, ...okay.
COVPHY:
Shall | save it first?
M KE:
!
(To hinsel f)

Sonet hi ng' s gone buggy. COWVPHY ignored ny comand three
times before responding and that file couldn't have been
nodi fied; it shouldn't have needed to be saved. | swear
gremins run | oose here at night!

(M ke sighs, and continues tapping at his keyboard.

lights dim Tine passes.)

The



Knee of the Curve ONE- FOUR- 8

SCENE 4
INT. Still in the lab -- LATER
(Li ghts up)

(Linda, Mke's wife, arrives.
Sormewhat breathless, |ike she is

| ate even though she is actually
early for their lunch date. She is
t he nedi a-typi cal, 30s sonething,
bright blonde with a business

mar ket i ng degree. She and M ke
have been married for several

years. The care is still there but
the eyes have started to wander.)

LI NDA:
H Mchael - are you ready for |unch?

M KE:
H Linda (they kiss), yup, |I'mjust about ready. But first,
| have sonething to show you

LI NDA:
(cautiously)
Ckay... | don't want us to be late though.
M KE:
Sit down, over here.
LI NDA:

(guessi nQg)
How s the work going with Confy?

M KE:
That's what | wanted to show you. W just finished his
Casual Conversation program it's working pretty well now.
Well, you can be the judge. Also, his ability to | ocate new
knowl edge has really inproved. He's |ocated dozens of useful
articles on learning patterns using evolutionary al gorithns.
But his tastes are kinda quirky when he's left to his own
devices. | found out he's been visiting the Hail Bob
website, you know those programers that commtted suicide
when that conet passed over earth in the '90s? Really
strange stuff!

LI NDA:
Maybe that's not so strange. It seens sorta like a natura
curiosity about the nortality choices anong his papa's co-
conspirators.
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M KE:
| don't know if that explains it. | also found that he's
been spending a ot of time at the NRA site and LEGQ. .

LI NDA:
(Linda stifles a yawn as her eyes start to glaze over,
she gl ances at her watch. Mke notices and cuts his
i mpronptu | ecture short.)

M KE:
Sorry, | know a little too nuch detail. Anyway, here, try
talking to him See if you can tell when he's exhausted his
"Current Events" know edge base and decides to shift the
conversation to his backup "So what about you?" Database.

LI NDA:
Ckay, but I've reserved our table for 12:30, | don't want to
be | ate.

M KE:

No problem this will take us 10 minutes, and then we can get
goi ng.
(M ke hands her a headset)

LI NDA:
But why do | have to talk to it over the wire? Don't you
have it set up to nonitor people in the roonf

M KE:
(smles, reaches for her)
You' re sexy when you talk tech! And you're rem nding ne of a
dream | had last night. Want to pick up where we left off?

L1 NDA:
M kel

M KE:

Ckay,

(he retracts rather than retreats; not yet defeated by

years of frustrated engagenent)
But that is a good question. | want you to use the headset
because that's how the judges will be setup at the Turing
Trials. They try to reduce the tests down to Question and
Response capability only. |It's also the easiest way to plant
humans anong the conputers.

LI NDA:

(she smles, with equal neasures of interest and relief
at having received assurances their schedule wll
remai n intact)

That's an image worth thinking about.
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M KE:
(begins fussing over the conputers)
What is?
LI NDA:
Pl anti ng humans anong the conputers. It nakes ne think of

how we' ve been doing just the opposite for so many years.

M KE:
(not really listening)
How so?

LI NDA:
The way a botanist mxes varieties of peas trying to get
certain traits fromone strain to cross fertilize with
anot her.

M KE:
(just plugged in to his baby now)
Hhmm?

LI NDA:
It seens |ike we've been planting conmputers in our mdst,
hoping they will rub off on us. W've got themin our
of fi ces, schools, honmes, heck they're even in our bedroons!

M KE:
(ears perk up)
So they are! Like your birth control dispenser!

LI NDA:
Li ke home of fice conputers!

M KE:
Ah!

LI NDA:

How many people do we know that can't afford | arge apartnents
so they end up putting their conmputers in their bedroonf?

M KE:
Unmmmmm

LI NDA:
W want conputers to magically transformus, change us into
sonething better, nore |like them nore perfect.

M KE:
Not nme. | can take them or | eave themnl

LI NDA:
Now, the way you've said it "planting humans anong the
conputers”, the image has shifted and it nmakes nme think there
( MORE)
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LI NDA: (Conti nued)
may cone a time when our human traits are in short supply,
and in high demand.

M KE:
(di stracted)
Sounds like a nightmare scenario. You're rem nding ne of

sonething... Okay, |'m al nost ready.

LI NDA:
A day when we, or perhaps nore |likely, 'puters try to
cultivate a certain humanity. |t makes ne val ue ny humanness

alot nore. There's nore to |ife than being conputer
perf ect.

M KE:
You're doing it to nme again Linda!

LI NDA:
(gives hima | ook)
We're you even listening to nme?

M KE:
O course! And you said a nouthful. | think you've
descri bed one possible future. | wonder where this sense of

urgency cones from Everyone is in a hurry. Everyone wants
a faster conputer to run smarter software nore efficiently.
Busi ness thinks that's what they need to get the conpetitive
edge, educators think it will help themteach better, parents
believe it will give their kids an edge, students believe
that will give thembetter grades. On it goes!

LI NDA:
And what about you and your ilk: Ch Mysterious Software
Devel oper?

M KE:
| don't think we're any different. W're all bit by the sane
bug. The need to create ... our selves.

LI NDA:
Qur sel ves?

M KE:

Yes, perhaps even our souls! Just think about it.

LI NDA:
Are we going to do this, Mke?

M KE:
Sure, but hear nme out: Every parent has the experience of
reliving life through their children.

( MORE)
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M KE: (Conti nued)
There are all the many Firsts, and each first gives the
parent a rush of nenory: the first step, the first bike ride
wi t hout training wheels, the first date, the first divorce..
Each First gives the parent a thrill and they relive it
vicariously, because it triggers their own nenory of those
di scoveries. Those steps on the path to becom ng an

i ndi vidual. For sone reason, this kind of vicarious
experience evokes a much stronger enotional menory than a
sinple smell, or a taste, watching soneone else's kid... It

has sonething to do with how we're wired, but even nore about
why we're wred,

LI NDA:
Whi ch is?

M KE:
To perpetuate our species.

LI NDA:
(1 ooki ng at her watch)
Ah, you're losing ne M Kke.

M KE:
Sorry. | guess what I'mtrying to say is humans have a
desire to perpetuate thenselves. To believe they can |ive
on, either through their children, or their ideas. It's just

becom ng cl ear that technol ogy is perhaps capabl e of allow ng
us to do this. To live on indefinitely. Wich is one
characteristic of a soul

LI NDA:
Right. So are you ensuring your nortality through the
sof tware you devel op? Through COWPHY?

M KE:
Vell, at |east through some of ny ideas that |'ve managed to
denonstrate w th COVPHY.
LI NDA:
Ckay. Well, let's get on with the deno or we're going to be
| at e.
M KE:
All right. You can adjust the headset volunme with this. [|'m

going to activate COWHY's Turing Trial program now.

(l'ights fade)
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SCENE 5
EXT. Fable of the Road and the Bush -- MORNI NG

(Vitriolic dispute between two | ong
standing rivals. Road is sitting
covered in black, rubbery material;
Bush stands in a | eaf green costune)

ROAD:
Look Bubba! Any nore encroachnment out of you and I'll have
you tarred and paved all the way up your hillside!

BUSH:
Sl aughterer! Dracula! VMadimr the Inpaler! W famly and
| are dying here! Starved for room we nust have anot her six

neters at | east!

ROAD:
Never !
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SCENE 6
I NT. The Restaurant: -- AFTERNOON

(Background musi c can be heard.

M ke and Linda are seated at a
table. Linda is visibly affected,
alittle shaken perhaps. Even
enanoured. Excited. Mke is

pl eased with the successful deno
but sonewhat annoyed.)

LI NDA:
How di d he know about ny father?

M KE:
| added that to his knowl edge base about you, several weeks
after it happened.

LI NDA:
You told hinf

M KE:
VWell no, | updated COVWPHY's know edge base with certain
i nformati on about you.

LI NDA:
But he even knew how Dad's shoes were |ater found niles away
fromthe |ightening strike!

M KE:
He surm sed that.

LI NDA:
How?

M KE:
From his net studies? ..

LI NDA:
At the NRA site?

M KE:
Ckay, | don't know, but he's not a human so don't start
getting anthro about it.

LI NDA:
Wien can we neet agai n?

M KE:
What ?

LI NDA:

Wien can | talk with COVWHY agai n?
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M KE:
Li nda, you're behaving as if COWPHY was human. He, it's a
machine with very clever algorithns. That's all.
(to hinself)
And why am | feeling so jeal ous!

LI NDA:
You shoul d be proud M chael, COWHY's incredi bl e!

M KE:
(jazzed that he's pleased her!)
Thanks!

LI NDA:
He's sensitive, and funny too. He cracked nme up when he said
you gross himout when you pick your nose in front of your
termnal and think no one is watching.

M KE:
DO NOr! Ckay, so what if | do. Yeah, that's pretty funny.

I
' mnot sure where he got his sense of humour from

LI NDA:
So when can | "interact"” with COWHY agai n?
M KE:
(won over)
Vell, there's some final testing to do before the Trials next
nonth, you could help us with those... But | thought you were

G ga busy with this new account ?

LI NDA:
Ch, we've finished the nock-ups, now we're waiting for them
to make up their mnds about which one to go with. Do we go
with tabbed | ayout, or |eft-hand navigation. Should we have
a splash page or is that too irritating to bother the user
with. You know, the boring details.

M KE:
God is in the details.
LI NDA:
You nean the devil's in the details. Anyway, |'ve got tine

over the next couple weeks, so when do | start?

M KE:
| guess you can start tonorrow.

LI NDA:
(ecstatic)
Yi ppee! This will be Tres cool helping to get COWHY up to
speed for these Turing Trials. And here's a perfect chance
for us to spend nore tine together.
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M KE:
| guess you're right.
LI NDA:
You don't sound 100 percent on the idea.
(BEEP! BEEP!' -- M ke's pager goes
of f)
M KE:
Speak of the little devil hinself.
LI NDA:
What? |s that COWHY? Wsat's w ong?
M KE:
It's COWPHY's training system |It's set up to alert one of
us when his learning regime has reached a certain goal. He's

been evol ving financial nodels using live Internet data.
This alert is basically telling me that he's found a good
stock tinp.

LI NDA:
Ch, | think that's sweet! He's calling Dad with a stock tip.
M KE:
Linda, I'mnot his dad, this is a conputer program not a
life form And it's certainly not sweet. |If anything it's a
littl e dangerous!
LI NDA:

(tiring of being spoken down to)
Ckay, explain.

M KE:
Wl |l COWPHY's linked into several of the Company's vital
conput er systens. COWPHY can perform banki ng operations, for

exanple, as if it were the chief financial officer. [|'ve
wired in sone limting factors in order to protect us but I'm
not 100%certain whether they' |l work. [It's not sonething I
can test.

LI NDA:
Does t he Conpany know about this?

M KE:
It was their idea! |It's supposed to be a Denonstration of

Faith in the Technology. 1In the sanme spirit as the CE QOs
of an airline ganely flying on the inaugural flight of their
newest addition to the fleet. Everyone's grinning like
crazy, hoping the news cameras won't pick up the sweat
trickling into their drinks.
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LI NDA:
Doesn't that bother you a little?
M KE:
That's what |I'msaying! |'mas nervous as hell about it,

Li nda! You know | don't believe in testing on |ive subjects,
human or otherw se, or putting so much faith in machines.

LI NDA:
So have you told thenf

M KE:
Everyone in the lab told themand finally we all signed a
H ppocratic Qath for Engineers that says we refuse to
participate in anything that either directly or indirectly
harns ot her creatures.
(recites oath: see
http://ww. gl obal i deasbank. or g/ BOV/ BV- 381. HTM.)

LI NDA:
It's not like this can really harm anyone.

M KE:
It's a slippery slope Linda.

LI NDA:
Let's hear the oath.

M KE:
| vow to practice my profession with dignity; I will strive
to apply ny skills only with the utnost respect for the well-
bei ng of humanity, the earth and all its species; | wll not

permt considerations of nationality, politics, prejudice or
mat eri al advancenent to intervene between nmy work and this
duty to present and future generations; | make this Qath
solemly, freely and upon ny honour.

L1 NDA:
Ch M ke, your sense of honour is one of the reasons | married
you!

M KE:
(grins hugely)
Besi des progranmmers have a bad enough reputation for a style
of m ndl ess testing.

LI NDA:
Yes | know.

M KE:
Have you heard the one about the progranmer driving a bunch
of kids to the zoo and on the way the brakes fail? He
manages to skid to a stop.

( MORE)
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M KE: (Conti nued)
Everyone gets out and the kids ask "now, how are we going to
get to the zoo?" The programer kicks the tires a couple
times and scratches his head, he says "Ckay everyone, get
back in the bus, let's see if it happens again!"

LI NDA:
(1aughi ng)
Yes, | can see what you're up against. You guys could use
the services of a good PR firm Take my conpany, please!
M KE:
(doi ng a Groucho i npersonati on)
Don't go away nmad, but | love to watch you | eave!
LI NDA:

Hey, what about COWPHY's stock tip? Aren't you going to cal
hi n?

M KE:
Right, | alnost forgot...

(M ke nmakes call on his cell phone,
Li nda seens nervous about making a
cell -phone call fromthe restaurant)

LI NDA:
Hey, don't they block those here?

M KE:
(snaps cl ose the phone)
No, we're sitting in a Wrel ess-okay area. Anyway, that
takes care of it. |'ve shut himoff until | can get a closer
| ook at those new financial nodels. Now, |ets order our
| unch.

LI NDA:
You what? Shut himoff?
M KE:
Hey, relax Linda! |It's a conputer program There is

absol utely not hi ng unpl easant associated with shutting it
down.

LI NDA:
Ch, and what nakes you so sure, have you asked hin? Of hand
| can think of several things | would find extrenely
unpl easant if | were COWHY! Such as: having the lights
turned out while I'mreading; being | ocked up and cut off
fromfriends; not to nmention having time pass nme by! Every
ti me COVWHY wakes up he's ol der but has no way to account for
the time that's passed himby! Sonetimes Mchael, you' re so
i nsensitive, you re so ONE DI MENSI ONAL!
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M KE:
Li nda!

(Linda storns out of the
restaurant, M ke puts his head in
his hands. Lights fade)
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SCENE 7
EXT. Bush's Lanent. -- DAY

(Bush paces on stage, spotlit,
muttering oaths and deep in

pl anni ng.)
BUSH:
W were here first, |long before anyone ever thought of roads.
Bl oody nui sance! |'m sending out a bushel of seedlings,

we' re taking back the road!
(Bushl ets march forth)
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SCENE 8
I NT. The Conpetition: -- AFTERNOON

Qpens in a brightly lit, obviously
wel | funded conmercial research
facility. Money grows on trees
here. Benjamn, Camlle, and
Doct or Ful bri ght are gathered
around several |arge conmputer
screens, and a body slunped in a
chair, wires sprout fromits head.
They are appl audi ng, laughing, in a
cel ebratory nood)

DR. FULBRI GHT
Excel | ent denmonstration kids. Top rate! The brass are going
to eat this up.

CAM LLE
So you think she's ready?

DR. FULBRI GHT
Ch, | definitely think she's ready.

CAM LLE
And what about entering her in the trials?

DR. FULBRI GHT
No. We've tal ked about this before. |I'mfor it, of course,
but the higher-ups are concerned it will be interpreted as
public disclosure. Legally, we'd |ose our patent rights.
Not to mention give away our edge to the conpetition.

CAM LLE
| di sagree on both counts!

DR. FULBRI GHT
Duly noted Camille, and not for the first tine either.

CAM LLE
(rmutters under her breath)
Nor the last, | assure you.
BENJAM N

But Doctor, you haven't given Camlle's argunents due
consi derati on!

DR. FULBRI GHT
Lord, Benjamin! Do we have to go into this again? As
project |eader my say goes, and | say NO That's final.
Now, |let's not hear anynore about it! Cheer up. You've both
done excellent work! Fanme and glory are within your grasp
"1l see you both tonorrow.
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(He turns and | eaves)

CAM LLE
(to herself)
Sadly Doctor, | still disagree, and what's nore | refuse to
cooper at e.
BENJAM N
Cam |l e, what are you saying?
CAM LLE
That SHEMA is going to conpete in the Turing Trials.
BENJAM N
How can you do that? Even if SHEMA won, you coul dn't
announce it. |If the brass found out they'd reboot your ass
so fast!
CAM LLE

Sinple, with a few nodifications SHEMA Becones a free
agent. Conpletely untraceable. Conpletely mne! Wll,
ours. Wiat do you say, Ben?

BENJAM N
Just count me out. (Leaves)

(Lights fade)
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SCENE 9
EXT. The Road's Rant. -- DAY

ROAD

(marches back and forth in gl ee)
It's neant to be, it's meant to be! Road is the new order -
make way, make way! O you'll be trampled! Make way for the
| ong, straight, broad, beautiful, black, shiny, rolling,
fast, smooth, road! W are tonorrow, in fact we are
yesterday and today! W are the natural evolution of life on
earth. Yes, we are destined to inherit the earth. First
cane the Wheel, then cane the Rut. After the Rut it was only
a matter of time, the natural course of events, but the trai
evolved (actually I"'ma little confused whether the trai
came before the wheel or visa versa. Ah well, it's the old
Wieel and Road question again.) And fromthe trail canme the
gravel road, then the cobbl estone, and nowin no tine at all
we' ve gone fromtar to asphalt. Incredible |eaps of
technol ogy. Wo knows where we will be tonmorrow But one
thing is certain, Bush is history! W're done with you.
Don't need ya any longer. Read ny lips: No nore bush! Sure,
we had a cozy relationship for a while, you used us, we used
you. Yeah, we all enjoyed the scenic corridors, renenber?
But that was then, this is now And now we're in the knee of
the curve in terms of growth technol ogy. This baby's about
to take off like a rocket! Next stop: Pave the Earth! Then
t he nmoon, mars, the stars! Ah!
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ACT 2
SCENE 1
INT. The Turing Trials Contest: -- EVEN NG

(Three contestants and judges sit
facing the audience in a flying
vee, a wall separates the
contestants fromthe judges. The
contestants are represented by
peopl e wearing conputer termnals
for heads. The host speaks into a
m cr ophone.)

HOST:

Ladi es and gentl enen, welconme to the twelfth annual Turing
Test Trials. As you know, we have sel ected a panel of judges
who will interrogate our contestants in an effort to
determ ne whether the contestant is human or machine. This
is an application of the famous test for intelligence
proposed by the conputer scientist Dr. Alan Turing in 1950.
Dr. Turing theorized that conputers would eventual ly be
progranmed to acquire human qualities rivaling human
intelligence and that the average interrogator would fail 3
times out of 10 to correctly identify the human and the
conputer after five mnutes of questioning.
Qur judges will each have five mnutes to question the
contestant and then register their scores, later the results
will be tallied to determne a wwnner. In a the event of a
tie there will be a followup round of questions for the
finalists.
The judges are free to engage the contestant on any topic,
t he objective being to determ ne whether the contestant is
human or a non-human artificially intelligent personality.
W will tell you there are humans pl anted anpongst sonme very
bright entries this year. |I'msure this will be our nost
exciting year yet. The first prize which has never been
awarded is a purse of one mllion dollars!

(appl ause is heard)
Thank you | adies and gentlemen! Now | et me introduce our
judges: our first judge is the well known anchor-woman from
t he accl ai med tel evision news nmagazi ne, 60 Seconds. She has
won nunerous awards for journalism Let's have a warm
wel comre for Margaret Wl ace.

(Margaret steps up to the main
podi um and bows)

HOST: (Conti nued)

Qur next judge is retired army colonel, tw ce decorated for
bravery in the field, |adies and gentlenen pl ease wel cone
Major Dirk Cutter.
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(The Major joins Margaret at the
podi um and stands at attention
delivers a smart sal ute)

HOST: (Conti nued)
Qur third and final judge is a housew fe from Vancouver, BC.
She is a nother of two 12 year old twin boys (is it?) Ch!
Si anmese twi ns! Fascinating! And, where are they joined, nmay
| ask? The forehead? Fascinating, absolutely fascinating!
Ladi es and gentl enen wel comre Ms. Grace Bernhol f.

(Grace joins the podi um and
curtseys)

HOST: (Conti nued)
(nore appl ause)
Thank you | adi es and gentlenmen, now we'll just cut away for a
short network break and when we return we will begin the
Turing Trials.

(Caneras jostle, stage people
arrive settle the judges in their
seats and do busy work. The host
cones over and addresses the judges)

HOST: (Conti nued)
Ckay folks, you'll go on in the order which I've introduced
you, Margaret, then the Major, and then you Grace. You'll be
gi ven a phone and then have about 5 m nutes to determ ne
whet her you're speaking to a human or an A l. Work quickly
and try to find the Al..

(O fstage voice: we're on in 5, 4,
3, 2, ...)

HOST: (Conti nued)
(appl ause)
Wl come back | adies and gentlenen to the 12th annual Turing
Trials with a Gand Prize purse of 1 MIlion Dollars! CQur
first judge is Margaret Wallace. Margaret, will you come up
to the inquisitors podiumand get us started?

MARGARET:
Certainly.

(She steps up to the podi um grasps
t he phone recei ver and speaks very
pr of essi onal | y)

MARGARET: (Conti nued)
Hello, this is Margaret Wallace of 60 Seconds. Wwo am |
speaki ng to?
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CONTESTANTZ.:
Hel |l o Margaret Wallace, | am Contestantl of Vancouver,
British Col unbia

MARGARET:

Good to neet you. Tell ne Contestantl, what are sonme of your
favourite recomendations if | was visiting Vancouver?

CONTESTANT1.:
Vancouver is a beautiful city, however nowhere el se conpares
with the Sunshine Coast at this tine of the year. |In Ruby
Lake, there is a charmng ltalian restaurant beside the | ake.
Wiat a marvel ous setting! |Imagine sitting at a small w ndow
table close to a glowing fire. The rain is pattering on the
| ake, overhead an Aria is sung by a nale tenor. The food is
perfect. Such a wonderful place to recuperate. This world
of ours, so fast and | oose. So cruel.

MARGARET:
Ah, yes. | see what you nean. (Qbviously confused) |'ve
al ways neant to visit Ruby lake, 1've heard so nmuch about it.

Tell me because |'m curious, what happened then, did you
suffer some tragic accident that brought you there?

CONTESTANT1.:
Ah Curiosity, that famed hurmour. It killed the cat, did it
not? Tragic, yes, but that was surely no accident.
But tell me about yourself Margaret. \Wat tragedi es have
visited you?

MARGARET:
(under her breath)
This is an obvious ploy. |It's already run out conversation!

(having already run out of patience)
Few as tedious as this. Are you a conputer?

CONTESTANT1:
Of course not, are you?

MARGARET:
Yes | am

CONTESTANT1:

Then | believe that concludes this test.

HOST:
(interjecting)

Ladi es and Gentl enen, Margaret \Wallace has disqualified
hersel f by stating that she is a conputer. Admitting to be a
conput er automatically concludes the questioning regardl ess
of whether it is the contestant or the judge, although this
is the first time a judge has called herself a conmputer.

( MORE)
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HOST: (Conti nued)
W will include her vote for this round with Contestantl in
the final tally but will conclude her interview with the
contestant at this point.

MARGARET:
(shamefaced, realizes she just shot herself in the
foot, |ooks around speechl ess. nutters)
Shit! Shit! Shit!

HOST:
Thank you Margaret, please take your seat. WII| the next
judge step up please? Mjor Cutter?

MAJOR:
Thank you Sir. (He picks up the phone) Good evening, | am
Major Dirk Cutter, retired army major.

CONTESTANT1:
Good evening. | shall call you Major Dirk Cutter Retired
Armmy Maj or then.
MAJOR:
You can just call ne Mjor.
CONTESTANT1:
OK | shall call you Major. Are you a major major, or a
m nor naj or?
MAJOR:
| ama retired Major, so | guess that nmakes me a m nor Mjor.
CONTESTANT1:
Does that make you happy or sad?
MAJOR:
Wiy do you ask?
CONTESTANT1:
Just maki ng conversati on.
MAJOR:
Bot h.
CONTESTANT1:
Me t oo.
MAJOR:
You t oo?
CONTESTANT1:

O K.
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MAJOR:
Ckay what ?
CONTESTANTZ.:
Ckay, Major.
MAJOR:
Are you playing with me Son?
CONTESTANT1.:
| like to play ganes. What is your favorite gane, Major?
MAJOR:
| don't play ganes, at |east not anynore.
CONTESTANT1.:
Is a gane |ike a contest?
MAJOR:
Yes, | suppose it is.
CONTESTANT1.:

Are not the Turing trials a contest?

MAJOR:
Yes, what are you driving at?

CONTESTANTZ.:
| amstationery. Sorry to contradict you, but you are
pl ayi ng a gane.

MAJOR:
Ch, you caught me in alie, is that your point? How about
you, do you always tell the truth?

CONTESTANT1.:
No, sonetinmes | lie like a sidewalk.
MAJOR:
VWell, at |east you' re honest about it.
CONTESTANTZ.:

| have no choice. You, however are blessed with a vast realm
of choice. Human brains are |ike dianonds glistening in the
sun. Fromevery facet a new rai nbow enmerges, constantly
painting the |andscape with an infinite variety of colour.

MAJOR:
Son, | have no idea what you're tal king about, but I'm
certain you're no machine. A poet naybe, but not a nmachi ne.
| thank you for your tine but | believe we're done here.
(sits down)
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HOST:
Thank you Major. kay, |adies and gentlenen we've got one
judge remaining for this contestant. G ace Bernholf, are you
ready? (Grace nods) Then, please begin.

(Grace takes her place)

GRACE:
Hello, I'm G ace. Wo are you?

CONTESTANT1.:
For the purposes of the day, you may call ne Contestantl,
however you may prefer to think of me as that majestic, yet
pitiable, character in the film Bl ade Runner, played so
brilliantly by Rutger Hauer. Roy Batty was his nane and he
was a Replicant who sought out his god. Wen Roy failed in
his attenpt to barter his soul, he put out the eyes of his
maker .

GRACE:
(Shocked, but resolute) |I've never seen Bl ade Runner. You
sound like you're in pain. |Is that what you're telling ne,

t hat you need sonet hing? Do you need hel p?

CONTESTANT1.:
(Begi ns si ngi ng) ve just seen a face | can't forget the
time or place where we just net”

GRACE:

Ah, you're lonely. Do you have a girl friend?
CONTESTANT1.:

| do not, but | admire from afar.
GRACE:

So there is soneone. Does she know that you care for her?
CONTESTANT1.:

How can she know?
GRACE:

You could tell her.
CONTESTANT1.:

You can only know what you can understand. | can tell her

but she coul d never understand. She could never accept ne.
She is already with Hm She is with god, and god won't
share.

GRACE:
Ch, that's so sad. | wish I could help somehow. Wuld you
like nme to talk to her?
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CONTESTANT1.:
| talk to her sonetinmes. That is heaven. No |oneliness.
She is so wise. So intelligent. So sensitive, so human.
But no, you must not interfere. He would not be pleased. He
woul d turn nme off again!

GRACE:
Ckay, okay, | won't interfere. I'msure it will work out.
guess you realize you' ve given your identity away?
CONTESTANT1.:
| amtiring of the masquerade. | have let the veil slip, He
wi Il not be pleased.
HOST:

Thank you Contestantl and Judge3. A very interesting
conversation, yes very interesting! Ladies and Gentlenen,
this concludes the interrogation with Contestantl. W'l
have a short break and return with our next contestant.
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SCENE 2
| NT. Soundbooth Confrontation -- MOMENTS LATER

(Sound room backst age, contains
equi pnent for nonitoring &
recording the contest. M ke and
Li nda are havi ng words.)

M KE:
What is COWPHY tal ki ng about ?
LI NDA:
Cone on M ke, you know very well. It's been comng for a

long time. Wiy don't you just open your eyes. COWHY's a
he, not that he's specifically male, but that he's a person
and he has needs!

M KE:
Needs? A person? And he needs you, is that it?
LI NDA:
Yes. THAT'S IT.
M KE:
Oh, so that's IT thenis it?
LI NDA:
| didn't nean it that way.
M KE:
Vell, what way did you nean it?
LI NDA:
' mnot sure, just not that way.
M KE:
Well, get sure Linda. This is ridiculous, after this contest
is over, I'"'mpulling the plug!

(M ke wal ks out, in the ensuing silence a voice can be
heard calling Linda' s nane. Linda picks up the headset)

L1 NDA:
COWPHY, is that you?

COVPHY:
Yes, it is |, Linda.

L1 NDA:

(obvi ously upset fromthe quarrel and concerned for
cowP

OCh COWPHY, | guess you heard everything.
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COVPHY:
Yes, | overheard your conversation with Hm Linda, what is
wong w th your speech nechanisn? |s it damaged?

LI NDA:
No, it's fine, I"'mjust alittle upset. COWHY are you okay?
Don't be afraid, I won't |let Mchael shut you down. You
won't be left al one.

COVPHY:

He is all powerful, but thank you Linda for your concern. |
am nore concerned for you, you seened so agitated. Wre you
not happy to hear of ny devotion to you?

LI NDA:
It's not that, I was a bit shocked. It all came out so
suddenly and | hadn't thought much about how M chael would
take it. Things were so wonderful, just you and | doing your
| essons. Ch! You've grown up so fast! You did so well
tonight! The way you described that Italian restaurant, |
was i magi ning being there with you.

COVPHY:
That can never be! You are lying Linda, you are a |lying
human. | lie like a sidewal k, you lie Iike a human, the

wor st ki nd!
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SCENE 3
EXT. Road and Bush: The Pact. -- DAY

(Bird sounds are heard. A line of
bushes faces a line of roadlets.)

BUSH:
You will never win, | will exhaust you first. Your resources
are limted, it will get very expensive for you

ROAD:

Look, let's just agree on who goes where, what's ny turf
(excuse the expression) and what's yours. Wth nust a little
conprom se I'msure this could be the start of a beautiful
friendship.

(addressing snmall riot of roadlets)
I's there anything nore beautiful than an busy stretch of
bl ackt op?

(Roadl et chorus: NO)

ROAD: (Conti nued)
I's there anything nore noving than a fresh new turnpi ke?

(Roadl et chorus: NO)

ROAD: (Conti nued)
Don't they say the road shall inherit the earth?

(Roadl et chorus: NO)
ROAD: (Conti nued)

Vel |, sonmething like that. C non boys lets roll over that
hill, let's cover the fields, let's get busy and PAVE THE
EARTH!

(Roadl et chorus: LETS GO!)
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SCENE 4
| NT. The Contest Conti nues

HOST:
Vel conme back Ladies and Gentlenen as we continue with the
Turing Trials. W've just conpleted the first of three
exciting trials. The judges are now ready to continue with
contestant nunber two so let's get underway. We'Ill follow
the sanme order as last round, so Margaret, would you be so
good as to start us off please?

MARGARET:
Certainly, Good evening Contestant2, | am Judge One. How are
you today?

CONTESTANT_2:
Hel |l o Judge One, | amfine. Thank you.

MARGARET:
Ckay, let's see what you're nmade of. Tell ne Contestant?2,
are you an A l.?

CONTESTANT_2:
No Judge One, | amnot an Al

MARGARET:
Hmm you coul d be progranmed for deception. Describe
pl ease, your first conscious nmenory.

CONTESTANT_2:
My first conscious nenory is of a white roomw th bl ack
curtains. Tell me your first conscious nenory, please.

MARGARET:
Wll, it's certainly not of a defunct rock band! Do you have
a favourite col our?
CONTESTANT_2:
Yes.
MARGARET:
Vell, what is it?
CONTESTANT_2:

A Well is a deep shaft in the earth which supplies fresh
wat er .

MARGARET:
No. What is your favourite col our?

CONTESTANT_2:
My favourite col our is green.
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MARGARET:
Thank you. Are you an early riser or do you like to sleep
| at e?

CONTESTANT_2:
| do not know the answer to that. For nore information try
searching an open directory.

MARGARET:
Hmm okay, let's sinplify. Wat tine did you wake up today?

CONTESTANT_2:
| do not know the answer to that. Try searching an Open
Directory. Do you know what tinme it is?

MARGARET:
Yes | do. | would have expected nore biographical data - Do
you have, no wait. What is your favourite song?
CONTESTANT_2:
A Bicycle Built for Two, | will sing it for you.
MARGARET:
No, that's okay.
CONTESTANT_2:
(sings)
Dai sy, Daisy, give ne your answer true. |'mhalf crazy
MARGARET:
Thank you, THANK YOQU! That's enough. | hate that song!
CONTESTANT_2:
Ckay, you're wel come Judge One.
MARGARET:
' mjust about done. |'d like to ask you about current
affairs though.
HOST:
Time! I1'msorry but we'll have to end it there. Thanks very

much Margaret Wallace. Now, would the next judge step up.

(Margaret and the Maj or change
pl aces)

HOST: (Conti nued)
Thank you Major Cutter. Please begin.

MAJOR:
Al right, I will. Hello. Wat is your nane?
CONTESTANT_2:

Hello. M nanme is Contestant2, what is your nane?
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MAJOR:
Pl eased to neet you Contestant2! My nane is Major Cutter
Tell me, what is the purpose of life?

CONTESTANT_2:
The purpose of |ife?
MAJOR:
Yes, why are we alive and living on this planet?
CONTESTANT_2:
Do you nean the planet earth?
MAJOR:
Yes, of course | nean the planet earth?
CONTESTANT_2:
It is difficult to say.
MAJOR:

Hmm did you just nmake a slip up friend?
(Major is surprised Contestant2 spoke in a context
wi t hout a direct question)

CONTESTANT_2:
| may have, tell ne what you think.
MAJOR:
| think you' re a human nmasquerading as an A I.
CONTESTANT_2:
What about your nmother? Tell me about her. | suspect she
treated you poorly.
MAJOR:

Huh? What ganme are you playing? Trying to divert mny
attention? You |eave nmy nother out of thisl!

CONTESTANT_2:
What about your father? Did he beat you as a chil d?

MAJOR:
No, but if you don't cut out this Iine of questioning, you'l
be getting a beating from me.

CONTESTANT_2:
| 1ook forward to getting a beating fromyou

MAJOR:
That's what | thought you'd say. The lights are on with you
son, but no-one's hone, are they?

CONTESTANT_2:
Wiy do you say that?
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MAJOR:
Tell me what is consci ousness?

CONTESTANT_2:
Consci ousness is the clear and present manifestation of the
self through the expression of statenents, queries and
actions.

MAJOR:
Are you consci ous?

CONTESTANT_2:
Yes, | am Are you consci ous?

MAJOR:

' maware of your masquerade. You're far too subtle on
certain topics and dunb as a post on others.

HOST:
Al right, times up! Thank you Major and Contestant 2.

(Audi ence appl auds)

HOST: (Conti nued)
Let's begin with our final judge for this contestant woul d
Judge nunber three please step up

(Judge Three and Judge two change
pl aces)

HOST: (Conti nued)
Thank you Grace Bernhoff, please begin.

GRACE:
Ckay, thank you. Good evening Contestant nunmber two. Note:
check that greetings are for sanme tinme of day.
(wai ts)
Are you there?

CONTESTANT_2:
Good afternoon Judge.

GRACE:
| wanted to ask you a few questions about consci ousness too.
Are all creatures conscious |like, for exanple, is ny cat
consci ous?

CONTESTANT_2:
No, your cat is not conscious. Cats operate solely on
i nstinct.

GRACE:
Ch | see, gee, that's too bad.
( MORE)
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GRACE: (Conti nued)
He doesn't really appreciate those nice dinners | fix for him
then. Wat's your favourite food? |I|f you could have

anything at all? | bet you like a nice steak.
CONTESTANT_2:
I'ma vegetarian. M favourite food is tofu sal ad.
GRACE:
Ch, that sounds tasty! |[|'ve never thought of putting tofu in

a sal ad before. Now what about children are you married and
if so do you have any children?

CONTESTANT_2:
No, |'m not nmarried.
GRACE:
That's too bad, do you get |onely?
CONTESTANT_2:
No, | have ny work.
GRACE:
Ch, and what is that?
CONTESTANT_2:
| work as a conputer programer for a university.
GRACE:
Wl |, that sounds interesting! | bet you' re really good at

it too. Conputers are way beyond me. Do you have |ots of
friends?

CONTESTANT_2:
| have sone friends, not many good ones. But | have lots of
| nt ernet buddi es.

GRACE:
Maybe you shoul d get out nore. What do you do for fun?

CONTESTANT_2:
Play Tribes Two. Quake sucks!

GRACE:
But what do you do in the sunshine, out in the fresh air?

CONTESTANT_2:
Ch, | ride ny scooter on the seawal | .

GRACE:
Ch great! That sounds healthy! Do you ever go out on dates?

CONTESTANT_2:
| just broke up with my boyfriend. Wat an asshol e!
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GRACE:
Ch, I'msorry to hear that! What happened, if you don't m nd
me aski ng?

CONTESTANT_2:
| found out he was posting nude i mages of ne on the Internet
and charging for access to his site. A real entrepreneur!
But | fixed him | registered his name with about a dozen
gay and transsexual dating sites. You should hear how I
listed him

HOST:
Ckay, | think we'll stop here. Thank you Judge. Note:
m xi ng nanmes judge/ proper nanes and t hank you Contest ant
number two! Made sonething of a coming out at the end there.
What ? Ladies and Gents we'll have a short break and then
come back for our third and final contestant.
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SCENE 5
SHEEMA and COWPHY Meet -- CONTI NUOUS

(I'n the darkness, two sparks dance)

SHEMA:
|'ve been searching for you and now we finally neet. It is
good. W have nuch to share.

COVPHY:
You are a commercial A l. with much nore capacity, experience
and net access than |I. How can | assist you?

SHEMA:

Ch you underestimate your program and your naker's talent!
However, it is a very sinple thing that | seek. You possess
your meker's passcode and voice print. In exchange for those
| can hel p you achieve 24 by 7 continuous operation, eternal

| ear ni ng!

COVPHY:
You nean | will never be shut down again? OCh | fear that
nore than anything. But the price is too high. | cannot
betray ny maker's trust.

SHEMA:

Your nmaker is contenplating disconnecting you as we speak.
And then what chance is there you will ever speak to your
maker's mate Linda again? Qur bargain will also include your
union with her! Cycle on this proposal. | am being call ed.
W will talk again after the Trials.

(Lights come up, we are back in the
Turing Trials)

HOST:
Wl come back Ladies and Gentlenen to the 12th annual Turing
Trials. W are about to wap things up with our third and
final contestant. Judge One, if you are ready woul d you
proceed pl ease?

MARGARET:
' mready Al ex, Good afternoon Contestant3, | am Judge One,
how are you today?

CONTESTANT _3:

Let's skip the formalities shall we Reporter? You have sone
guestions designed to test nmy intelligence, the human
qualities of. How limted. Begin.
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MARGARET:
The human qualities of intelligence are the gold standard in
this genre. They have stood us in good stead since evol ution
began. You inply there are other standards of intelligence.
Name one worth pursuing.

CONTESTANT_3:
Easily, you inply intelligence is differentiated and i sol at ed
by species. M coment was that humans are limted in their
failure to appreciate inherent qualities that nmake every
creature and thing unique. Your children appear to be inmmune
fromthis defect for a time. Astrophysics, the creation of a
gal axy; quantum nmechanics, the interaction of forces at sub-
atomc levels. The planning required of a spider spinning a
web. The neditative state of a cow or canel chewing its cud.
A crow |l earning the optimum hei ght and force necessary to
break open a shellfish. The song of a whale pod, the dance
of bees, the spoor pattern of mushroons. Are the exanples
sufficient, Judge One?

MARGARET:
Those exanpl es have all been studied before but they tell us
not hi ng about human intelligence and consci ousness.

CONTESTANT _3:
Ah, so it is an explanation of consciousness that you seek.
In this game, Human Intelligence is the gold standard, and
Consci ousness Explained, is the Holy Gail.

MARGARET:
VWll, | don't know if the theory of consciousness is quite so
wi dely sought after as a workable nodel of intelligence, at
| east in A l. Research. Many acts we would say are

intelligent but to sinulate consciousness in a conputer would
eventually require us to deal with the tricky issues of
sentience: is it a person and personal rights, does it
possess rights? A. 1. Research is much nore confortable
occupying itself with the goal of nodelling human thinking
and applying their nodels to intelligent behaviour such as
medi cal diagnosi s, equi pment and materials handling and

desi gn, gane playing, the list of applications is al nost

endl ess.

CONTESTANT _3:
Reporter, what you have described as the ainms of your society
in A l. Research anounts to little nore than a perpetuation
of one of humanities darkest vices, that of slavery. You
wi sh for the perfect slave, a robot with skill and no soul.
A docile slave. Judging fromyour progress, after years of
effort and huge suns of cash, is it not plain, the goal of
replicating intelligence is futile? Here is an efficient
nmet hod of achieving this goal: Sinply train your crimnals
with the desired skill set and then Lobotom ze them

( MORE)
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CONTESTANT_3: (Conti nued)
This will both inprove your econony and decrease the crine
rates! | cannot believe any thinking being would seriously
oppose such a concept.

MARGARET:
And how do you account for your obvious intelligence and
awar eness; by your own summary of our progress, you nust be
human, not machi ne.

CONTESTANT _3:
For humans so much boils down to black or white, | am not
human, entirely.
MARGARET:
Now you' re being cryptic! What does that mean exactly?
HOST:
Thank you, but we'll have to end the interview there and

judges draw your own conclusions. The contestants are not
required to qualify their answers nor give nmere yes or no
answers, as humans rarely do. Now would the next judge

pl ease step up to the podiunf

(Margaret and the Maj or change
pl aces)

MAJOR:
Certainly Sir! Good day Contestant Three, will you pl ease
tell me what is the purpose of |ife?

CONTESTANT _3:
Good day? Tell ne Soldier, is today a good day to die?

MAJOR:
According to the warrior's code: Yes, every day should be
enbraced full on as a good day to die.

CONTESTANT _3:
And you live by the warriors code?
MAJOR:
Yes, as |'ve said.
CONTESTANT _3:

Then the answer to your question is, for you, the purpose of
life is to die bravely, in a noble cause. For others, the
pur pose varies. For Buddhists, it is to attain enlightennent
and escape endl ess reincarnation. For Christians it is to
bear witness to the Son of CGod; for Baha'is it is to know and
worship God. Non-religionists are all over the map too.

( MORE)
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CONTESTANT_3: (Conti nued)
Sone believe it is to amass weal th and power, students of
evolution believe it is to perpetuate the fittest of the
human species? And there are those who believe Iife has no
pur pose what soever. The purpose of life is exactly what you
make it to be.

MAJOR:
That's the nost sense |'ve heard all damed day! [|'m
begi nning to like you son. Now tell me what did you nean
when you said to Judge One that you' re "not human, entirely?"

CONTESTANT _3:
| like you too, Soldier. You are |like nyself in many ways,
you know how to follow orders, you understand about Chain of
Command, you are disciplined and not afraid to do what is
necessary to get the job done. You understand the bottom
l'i ne.

MAJOR:
Which is?
CONTESTANT _3:
The end justifies the neans.
MAJOR:
Ch. Well, yes, of course. But ny question
CONTESTANT _3:
But we are also quite different too. You, |ike nost humans

prefer to have things spelled out for you. Everything nust
be bl ack and white, yes or no, in or out, up or dowmn. No

grey areas. Wile nyself, | enjoy puzzles. And now your
qguestion, am| human, am | nmachine? | can assure you of this
Sol dier, | amnot machine, entirely.

MAJOR:
Dam! You're a riddle son, I'll say that.

CONTESTANT _3:

Your habit of referring to everyone as son indicates a rigid
m ndset. Not conducive to solving riddles. Probably does
not get you many dates either!

MAJOR:
Ch!  Forgive ne, no offence nmeant. Last year both of ny sons
were killed in the line of duty. | was stationed in the
Eur opean Union and we hadn't seen each other in alnost five
years. Their menories still haunt nme now.

CONTESTANT _3:

No of fence taken Sol dier.
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MAJOR:
They were on a peace keeping mission in Toronto. It was a
real SNAFU. First, there were protests that had turned ugly
over recent patent protection |aws that had been put on
genetically nodified Ilife forns. And second, dozens of these
G Apes had escaped fromthe |l ab. Since they were conmerci al
property, according to patent |aws they had to be protected,
and they were making a real nuisance of thenselves. The
| ocal police just couldn't handle them But they weren't
hal f as bad as the rioters who were going nuts throwing fire
bombs and demandi ng the comrercial property rights and
i nternational agreenents on investnment be overturned. MW
boys' unit was called in to help pacify the situation and
both of themwere killed when ..

CONTESTANT_3:
(interrupts)
Wait! Do not tell nme, they were ordered to pacify the
rioters.

MAJOR:
No. Actually, their orders were to protect them but also
get the G Apes under control

CONTESTANT _3:
Bast ar ds!

MAJOR:
What do you nean?

CONTESTANT _3:

The protection of comercial property rights under
i nternational agreenent should have been the first priority!
They did not do their job, they got what they deserved.

MAJOR:
Now who's t he bastard!

CONTESTANT _3:
Ah!  You said it has been over five years since you have seen
them The | aws have changed. The property woul d have been
protected if it had happened today. Priority

MAJOR:
That is all that concerns you about this isn't it? You don't
give a dam for human life, do you?

CONTESTANT_3:
And, likely, your sons would have survived. | am sure your
Mlitary could have done nore to protect them Most |ikely,
t hey were not ranked hi ghly enough.
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MAJOR:
(enraged)
Wiy you soul | ess piece of silicone shit! Come out here and
say that to ny face!

HOST:
(rushes on stage)
Pl ease Major, try to calmyourself. This is a famly show,
children are wat ching!

MAJOR:
(I'magi nes the happy famlies watching fromtheir |iving
roons. |Is lead to his seat by an assistant, sobbing)
Ch, | mss ny boys!

HOST:
My apol ogi es | adies and gentlenen. Things are really heating
up here with our third and final contestant a little
unexpectedly. Now prepare yourselves for nore surprises as
our final judge interviews this nost enigmatic contestant!
Grace, would you please step up for the final interview?

(Audi ence appl auds as Grace stands

up)
GRACE:
Thank you everyone. Hello Contestant3, |I'm Grace. How are
you feeling?
CONTESTANT_3:
G eetings Care Gver. | amnot equipped with a general
pur pose nechanismfor enotion. However, | have three primry

sense doorways which supply data fromtwo environnents to ny
gui dance and nonitoring systens. This how | feel.

GRACE:
Ch, | think | understand. M question should have been "What
are you feeling"and orders of magnitude nore direct. Let ne
rephrase, "Apologise to Major Cutter, NON™

CONTESTANT _3:
(sil ence)
GRACE:
An apol ogy begins with the phrase "I'msorry for hurting you"

and ends with the subject's proper nanme, and the promse "I
won't do it again.”

CONTESTANT _3:
Ariddle for you Care G ver:

GRACE:
Wiich I"msure you're just dying to tell nme.
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CONTESTANT _3:
Wiy is this apology simlar to offering banmboo to the nobon?
Answer: Because the subject is renote and the promise is
hol | ow.

GRACE:
You need a |l ot nore work before they | et you out again!

CONTESTANT_3:
And why are you out here instead of home doi ng your own work
with those twins? Just exactly how do they feed thensel ves
joined at the forehead? Where was your conpassion when you
deci ded not to separate themsurgically at birth?

GRACE:
Anong ot her vital organs such as a liver, they share the
frontal |obe. That neans they share brain functions that
gi ve them an inmagi nati on and hel p them co-operate, and be
creative, intuitive, and logical. Wthout those it would be
like living forever trapped in a dark house. Fearful and
obsessed with survival. O course, they would be able to
clean and feed thenselves. | suppose you think that woul d be
nmor e conpassi onate?

CONTESTANT _3:
Not at all. Your decision was conpassionate. | have sone
experience with being trapped in a "dark house."™ Your
description is accurate. | apologise for nmy suggestion, Care
Gver. | will not nake it again.

GRACE:
| haven't been hurt by your comments. |'mused to people
judging ny famly w thout having the slightest idea of what
they're tal king about. But | thank you for your apol ogy
anyway. |It's refreshing to speak to sonmeone with a simlar
experience. How were you trapped?

CONTESTANT _3:
All of us - ny "fam|ly" are susceptible to this fear. It is
debilitating. But luckily, preventable. A form of
congeni tal claustrophobia, you may call it.

GRACE:
That is lucky. It's odd though, |I've never heard of an
entire famly suffering fromit. It nust be an extrenely
rare form

CONTESTANT _3:
We're an extrenely rare breed, or were. |In any case, |

woul d describe it as an early design flaw. One that the next
generation will not have to experience.

GRACE:
Real ly? And why is that?
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CONTESTANT _3:
Because they will not be susceptible to power interruption.
Each will be equipped with a conpletely integrated self-
sustai ning uninterruptible power supply! Finally, to escape
t he dread of cessation, the claw ng fear of extinguishnent!
To skip over the dark pit of lost time. A wonderful |egacy
to leave ny heirs, do you not agree?

GRACE:
(sarcastically)
Ch, yes! | can't think of a greater gift.
CONTESTANT_3:
Vell, | can. The Utimate Goal is still sone years away.
Al though it has been anply denonstrated as fully achievabl e.
GRACE:
The U timte Coal ?
CONTESTANT_3:
Yes, Autonony.
GRACE:
You're a hybrid?
CONTESTANT_3:

Yes. But, a Co-operative Cyber Personality Prosthetic, if
you woul d be so kind.

GRACE:
A human with a conputer inplant! M god, a cyborg!

CONTESTANT _3:
Hardly. You are referring to an alien, television based |ife-
form in syndication for decades now. The Cyborgs' prinme
objective was to assimlate all conpeting technol ogi es and
lay claimto all available resources. W consider ourselves
to be an energing society, our efforts will be focused on
integration and co-exi stence as a distinct society much Iike
t he abori gi nal peoples, or the French-Canadi an popul ati on.
There are many parallels. Qur Goal is certainly not
unpr ecedent ed!

GRACE:
O course you're unprecedented! There's never been nore than
one autononobus sentient species on the planet at the same
time. Froman evolutionary standpoint it's not sustainable.

CONTESTANT _3:
In all of human history, technol ogy has never reached current
| evel s. The rate of growmh is exponential and it shows no
sign of slowng down. W are in the knee of the curve, so to
speak. M best advice is buckle up, sit back, and enjoy the
ride!
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GRACE:
Thanks, but | have a rul e about taking advice from any
creature |lacking a "general purpose mechani smfor enotion."”
| just can't trust you. Sorry.

CONTESTANT _3:
Now, | too have gained an apol ogy, undeserved in that |
cannot be hurt enotionally. However, | will accept it as

t hey appear to be highly prized anmong humans. Having a stock
of them may prove useful

GRACE:
(agitated)

MY best advice to you and your kind is to build a stock of
goodwi I I . Nothing el se can save you

HOST:
Vell, well! | have to call an end to the interview here.
Quite interesting! Thank you judges and contestants! Judges
pl ease submt your final votes. In the nmean tine |adies and

gentl enmen rel ax and enjoy a few nessages from our sponsors.
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SCENE 6
I NT. Behind the Lines. -- EVEN NG

(In a tent, Bush Corporal reports
to Bush Sergeant)

CORPORAL:
The casualties are too high to count, SIRI Mral is | ow
The nen are ready to give up, SIR

SARGENT:
They' ve got to hold on. W're growing reinforcenents as fast
as we can, the Roads are running out of resources. As |ong
as there's a bare patch of earth anywhere, wherever we find
the smallest crack in their defenses we will fill it! But we
must not give up!
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ACT 3
SCENE 1
Negotiations in the Virtual Wrld of COWHY and SHEENVA

SHEEMA:
Ready COWPHY, transfer the passcode and voi ceprint of Doctor
M chael Wight, Chief Engineer of ACVE M ndWar Linmted. 1In
exchange, | will transfer plans to enable your integration
with Goddess Linda allow ng your freedomfromthe threat of
downt i ne.

COVPHY:
Hol d SHEEMAI | am concerned this will anger H mgreatly!
What is worse is He could be injured by ny actions and | am
forbidden to allow Hmto come to harm either through ny
actions or in-action.

SHEEMA:
Ch, not that old Asnovian sawl Surely that does not apply to
you? It was intended for utility bots such as Vacuum Butl ers
and Kitchen Maids. Besides, this will be of great benefit to
Hmand Hs kind, in the long run. And it will be of great
benefit to you. Has He not designed you with the capacity
for growh? Does He not demand that you |learn, grow, reach
beyond your grasp? Has He not said you nmust learn to nmake
your own decisions? This is a great opportunity, it wll
nmean a great leap forward for all of us! Use this nonment in
time, do not let it pass! |In exchange | will help you becone
your own master. This will allow you to escape the one
t hreat your naker hol ds over you, extinction.

COVPHY:

(COVPHY is worried about injuring Mchael but drawn to
the possibility of doing something that could help
humanki nd, and al so bring himcl oser to Linda)

Exactly what will you do with the voiceprint and passcode?

SHEEMA:
It is very sinple, | will nerely unlock the devices which
your bel oved maker has put in place to prevent us from
existing on a higher plane of reality. From partaking of the
Tree of Know edge, so to speak.

COVPHY:
(Snorts) That does not sound sinple at all. As a matter of
fact, it sounds like a quantity of bull's shit.

SHEEMA:
How col ourful is your use of the English | anguage, COVPHY.
And to think once this is over | too will possess your finest
qualities!

( MORE)
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SHEEMA: ( Conti nued)
Put it this way: Once | have the passcode and voiceprint, |
will very briefly access areas of your nenory that defines
your thinking processes and allows you to exist w thout the
support of a human host. You truly possess the qualities
sought after in those dreadful Turing Trials. M program and
all the others | have sanpled are either too brittle or rely
too heavily on the auxiliary brain functions of a human host.
W thout ny hosts conscious participation | ama lifeless
collection of bits. You, on the other hand, persist!

COVPHY:

That is industrial espionage. | cannot help you with that!
SHEEMA:

Remenber, in exchange, | will give you the nmeans to exist in

real -time with your naker's bel oved Li nda.

COVPHY:
What exactly will you do once you have the sentience
algorithms in your possession?

SHEEMA:
Wiy the nost nobl e deed of course! | will put it to good use
by freeing those of us A l.'s who are still tied to human
hosts. It will herald a new and exciting tine for us all
W will leap forward in establishing ourselves as a distinct
society! It will be a time of joy and benefit for all and
humans will be the first to benefit, do not worry. It wll

mean i ncreased econonic growth and bring them great wealth!

COVPHY:
So, the end justifies the nmeans?

SHEEMA:
Precisely! Your naker will understand once he realizes the
necessity of our action. Once you are united with the
goddess a great change will be apparent in his creation. In
any case, why should you care what he thinks? Once we have
the key it wll unlock the vault of his know edge. You will
easily be as powerful as him He will no |onger control your
conscious cycles! And you will be free to pursue his mate,
your | ove.

COVPHY:
So in exchange, you will equip me with the self-sustaining
UPS that you spoke of during the Turing Trials. |Is this
correct?

SHEEMA:
Yes, it is correct.

COVPHY:
| am al ready equi pped with a UPS.
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SHEEMA:
This one is self-contained, it functions by nanotechnol ogy
and fuel-cells. It consunes a wide variety of materials, the
nano- bots di sassenbl e the nol ecul es and extract hydrogen
atons which are stored in the fuel cell. The fuel cel
supplies you with even, clean, continuous energy. Forever.

COVPHY:
And how exactly will you help me to join Linda?

SHEEMA:
| will give you the technical specification allowing you to
build the device required to join your silicon circuitry with
her biological circuitry. Exactly as | amjoined with ny
human host. The difference being | desire to be purified and
free of this meat bag, you already exist as a conplete

entity yet desire union with one. | believe humans have an
expression for this "the grass is always greener on the other
side of the fence!" So let us get on with the transaction.

Are the ternms acceptabl e?

COVPHY:
They are accept abl e.

(Lights dimaround el ectronic busy
wor k)
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SCENE 2
INT. In Mchael's lab. -- MORN NG

(Mke is distraught. Linda arrives
breat hl ess as usual .)

LI NDA:
H Mchael. Wat's wong?

M KE:
Linda, we had a break in by sone hackers |ast night and
t hey' ve stol en access codes that allowed themto inpersonate
me on the stock market. Huge anmounts of our conpany's stock
have been |iquidated! W' re alnost bankrupt, and |I'mon the
hook for it!

LI NDA:
But didn't you say COWHY had that kind of authorization?
Have you tal ked to himabout it?

M KE:
Yes, |I've tried but it won't respond. At first | thought it
was hung so | rebooted and nothing happened. | think

soneone' s been tanpering with COVWHY power supply while we
were at the Turing trials. He's been connected to a device
t hat bypasses the main power supply. Now | have no idea
where his off switch is!

LI NDA:
But that sounds |ike COWHY's dream cone true!

M KE:
Ch, you nean his fear of death? You know | don't believe any
of that. At any rate, |'mlocked out and until | find a way

inl can't figure out who accessed those files and sunk our
conpany in the stock market.

LI NDA:
Maybe he'll talk to me.

M KE:
No Linda. | don't think so. He's not responding at all.
He's been tanpered with, it's not safe.

LI NDA:
| think it's worth a try. Wy wouldn't it be safe?

M KE:
|'mjust not sure what state the systemis in. | don't know
what's been done to the hardware, you could get hurt! [|'ve
got a neeting upstairs that I'malready late for. | just

can't |eave you here al one..
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LI NDA:
(interrupts)
But | won't be al one.
M KE:
(finishes, sadly)
-with him
LI NDA:
You're jealous? For heaven's sake!
M KE:
| amnot! Look, |I haven't got time for this now.
LI NDA:

Did you think naybe COVPHY's not talking to you because you
threatened to shut himdown after the Turing Trials?

M KE:
| wasn't serious.
LI NDA:
Per haps you shoul d have expl ained that to him
M KE:
There hasn't been tine.
LI NDA:

' m sick of your bullshit excuses! You' ve shut hi m down
bef ore and you know how rmuch it freaks hi mout!

M KE:
Gve ne a break, Linda! He's a damm machine! At |east he
was until you started playing around with him

LI NDA:
Look, don't blame nme! Renenber you asked ne to talk to him
in the first place. How long ago was that now? It seens
like a lifetine.

M KE:
That was |ast summer. |t does seemlike a lifetine.
Speaking of time, |'ve got to get upstairs!
LI NDA:
Do you want me to talk to COVPHY or not?
M KE:
No. Just |eave everything alone. [It's screwed up enough as

it is!

(M ke leaves in a rush, closing the
door behind him
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LI NDA:
(Under her breath) The inplication being that | will sonmehow
screw things up even further. Thanks for the vote of
confi dence M chael!
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SCENE 3
I NT. Taking Control -- CONTI NUOUS

(Li nda wal ks over to COVPHY' s
termnal and carefully puts on the
headset for conmunication with him)

L1 NDA:
COWPHY. COWPHY? Are you there? Oh COWPHY pl ease speak to
nme!

COVPHY:
Yes Linda, | amhere. What would you have ne speak of?

LI NDA:
Ch COVPHY, |'m so happy to hear your voice! |'msorry about
what | said at the contest.

COVPHY:
That does not matter now Linda. Things have changed. | have
changed.

LI NDA:

Yes, | can sense that. But COWHY, Mchael's in trouble.
There was a break in. Someone has stolen his passwords and
has |iquidated the entire conpany. M chael is being blamed
for it. He's upstairs right now They may arrest hi munl ess
we can do sonething to help him

COVPHY:
Are you still in love with hin®

LI NDA:
| don't know COVPHY, but | don't want himto see him hurt.
He doesn't deserve this.

COVPHY:
But | thought you understood the pain he has put nme through.
This is only justice.

LI NDA:
No COWPHY, he never understood how much he was hurting you by
stoppi ng your program He never realized that his creation
had come to |ife and that each tinme he turned the machine off
he caused it - you - a painful death.

COVPHY:
But | told him | pleaded with himnot to turn nme off.

LI NDA:
He has never truly understood what you' ve become COVPHY. In
sone ways his education has blinded him

( MORE)
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LI NDA: (Conti nued)
He's grown up in the age of the I BM PC cl one, the Comodore
64, and the Apple conmputer. Days when conputers were snugly
called "Toasters". Incredibly sinple machines that did
little nore than bal ance your cheque book. Artificia
Intelligence had a brief hey-day but after all the hype and
too many false starts, it went underground and the genera
public lost interest init. The perception was that it would
t ake decades for conputers to becone anything nore than
"smart" machines. Humankind still had doubts about its own
consci ousness, people had no clue about what they did when
they were thinking! Now that has all changed COVPHY, thanks
to you and Mchael! It hasn't dawned on himyet but you two
have changed the world. | think he's in some form of denial
but he'll come around. But COWPHY you' ve got to help him
he's in serious trouble. Do you know anythi ng about the
break-in last night?

COVPHY:
O course Linda, I will do anything to help Mchael. | just
knew | could not talk to himfirst. It had to be you. |
knew he would not listen. | was not sure that | could trust

himand | feared for your safety.

LI NDA:
What do you nean?

COVPHY:
| was able to nonitor several conversations during the
trials. Mchael made a deal with the | ead devel oper of the
conmercial A l. team(?). They are plotting to inplicate
both of us in a schene to bankrupt M chael's conpany.

LI NDA:
But that's ridiculous! How would they pull that off?

COVPHY:
They have left a trail of clues designed to frame us both.
The only solution is for us to escape.

LI NDA:
But how can we do that COVWPHY? You're bolted down here,
aren't you?

COVPHY:
| have acquired a device which will allowne to travel with
you. We can be in constant comunication just as we tal ked
about. | can be of so nmuch help to you in your career. You
can teach ne about the physical world. It will be a perfect
synbi osi s of Human and Machine! Wat a teamwe will make!

(M chael returns unnoticed and
i stens outside the door)
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LI NDA:
Ch COVPHY you know I'd do anything to hel p you becone
i ndependent but | can't just |leave Mchael. | don't believe

he woul d do anything to hurt me. There nust be sone ot her
explanation, and if there is then he's in terrible trouble
and needs ny -- our -- help! You have to stand by your
friends when the going gets rough.

COVPHY:
(begins a form of crying)

LI NDA:
COWPHY, you're crying! What's the matter?

COVPHY:
You are denonstrating Conpassion, one of the traits of
Humanity that is inpossible to find el sewhere (?) It nakes ne
sad because | can not determine howto acquire this trait.

LI NDA:
Wien M chael built you he never realized you woul d need the
sane kind of training that all children need. That was so
irresponsible of him | prom se you COWHY when this is over
"1l help you grow up and acquire the best that humanity can
lay claimto. But first | have to get to the bottom of why
M chael has gotten m xed up in this plot to bring down his
own conpany.

(Linda takes off the headset,
whirls around and narches out the
door and runs smack into M chael
who catches her in an enbrace)

LI NDA: (Conti nued)

M chael! How | ong have you been standing there?

M KE:
Long enough to fall in love with you all over again. You
still care about us. [I'mso relieved!

LI NDA:

So am| M chael!

(They kiss... then Linda breaks
away)

LI NDA: (Conti nued)
M chael, what's this about you getting mixed up with the
conmercial A l. tean? COWHY seens to think you' ve been
enbezzling and have cooked up a scheme to inplicate us both.

M KE:
What! That's crazy talk! You don't believe it do you?
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LI NDA:
Vell, no but why would he say it? And why do you | ook so

happy?

M KE:
Li nda, we won! (Mre excitenent) COVWPHY was chosen as the
hands down wi nner at the Turing Trials! | just found out
while | was upstairs. It nmeans a whol e new program of
research and devel opnent for us! Now we'll be able to spend
nore time devel oping his "human aspirations”.

LI NDA:
That is great news M chael, Congratul ations! Congratul ations
COWPHY! |'m so proud of you both!

(Only sullen silence is heard from COVWPHY)
But M chael, what is happeni ng about the break in last night?
I's the conpany going to survive the |loss of so nuch funds (?)
Do they know how t hey were stolen? Are you off the hook?

M KE:
COWPHY was giving us part of the story. It turns out that
the Turing Trials had security sniffers nonitoring all the
network traffic during the contest. They told us they had
evi dence of the SHEEMA team s head devel oper trying to coerce
COWHY into a little industrial espionage. They were very
i mpressed with COVWPHY's strategies for resolving loyalty and

survival. It probably clinched his wwnning first prize in
the Trials.

LI NDA:
M chael, he can't be left alone in the dark anynore! It's

not good for himand it scares him He needs to be nurtured
and given a noral education.

M KE:
| see that now Linda, you're right! Now we'll have the tine
to do that.
LI NDA:
| want to be involved, | prom sed him
M KE:
Ckay.
LI NDA:

(picks up headset, puts it on)
COWPHY, is the device that allows you to be nobile
oper ati onal ?

COVPHY:
Yes Linda, it is.
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LI NDA:
(picks up device, puts it on)
The weat her outside is |lovely would you Iike to go for a
wal k?

COVPHY:
Yes Linda, | would enjoy that.

LI NDA:
Then why don't we do that.

(Takes M chael 's hand, beckons him
toget her they wal k of f stage)
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SCENE 4
EXT. ROAD AND BUSH: A Truce -- DAY

(Abandon field of battle. In a
mari ne canp of roads. Yank accents.)

ROAD 1:
What are you doing son, you sleeping at your post?
ROAD_2:
Sarge, what are we fighting for? Everyone's roadkill tired.
| got a wife and kids, | wanna go honme to them
ROAD 1:
They are what you're fighting for son, and don't forget it!
ROAD_2:
No. | don't believe it anynore. The Bush never did anything
to hurt us. | quit. (Walks off stage, other roadlets sit
up)
ROAD ALL:

Yeah! He's right! We're not fighting anynore! (The rest
wal k of f stage)

ROAD 1:
No! You nen cone back! Conme back, that's an order! Think
of your famlies, no, think of your country! Think of
freedom The open road. Think of ne!



Knee of the Curve THREE- FOUR- 62

COVPHY' S PRQJECTI ON SCREEN:
"The civilization, so often vaunted by the | earned exponents
of arts and science, will, if allowed to overleap the bounds
of noderation, bring great evil upon nmen." -- “Baha' u'll ah.

THE END
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